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Abstract

This academic article aims to examine the nature, scope, limitations, and oversight
mechanisms concerning the exercise of administrative power by autonomous universities in
Thailand. The analytical framework synthesizes New Public Management (NPM) and the theory
of administrative employment contracts with core principles of administrative law and
relevant Administrative Court precedents particularly those governing personnel management
and disciplinary actions. Through this lens, the study highlights the boundary and restrictions
imposed on organizational autonomy in public autonomous universities.

The findings are as follows: while autonomous universities enjoy institutional
discretion, their personnel administration frequently creates a tension between institutional
autonomy and the protection of personnel rights. Consequently, the exercise of such
administrative power must strictly comply with key administrative law principles: the principle
of legality, the principle of proportionality, and the principle of administrative due process.
Furthermore, the Administrative Court plays a vital oversight role in ensuring that power is
exercised in accordance with the rule of law and in safeguarding the rights of affected
individuals. Ultimately, this article recommends strengthening internal oversight mechanisms
and refining personnel management regulations to establish clear standards, thereby creating
a meaningful balance between organizational autonomy and the protection of personnel

rights.

Keyword: Autonomous Public Universities; Administrative Power; Personnel Administration;
The Administrative Court

Type of Article: Acadamic Article
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