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Abstract

Interpretations of love in Plato have often been constrained by gender binaries
and moralistic readings that privilege heterosexual relationships as the normative center.
This article therefore aims to revisit the concept of love in Plato’s metaphysical discourse
on Eros through a close, exegetical analysis of the text, in order to explain Eros as a force
of existence that transcends sexual division. It argues that Aristophanes’ myth presents
the human being as a fundamentally deficient entity in search of its missing half, while
Diotima’s teaching conceptualizes love as a process of ascent from the body to the soul
without abandoning the significance of corporeality. The analysis demonstrates that the
structure of love in this dialogue is grounded in a state of in-betweenness, which
functions to connect body, soul, and knowledge, and thereby accords same-sex and
different-sex love an equal ontological status. Furthermore, a critique of moral-
theological readings reveals that such interpretations neglect the core of Eros as
articulated by Plato—namely, Eros as a power arising from shared deficiency. This article
thus proposes a reading of Plato as a foundational thinker of a non-gendered conception
of love, one that understands love as a force of integration, transcendence, and
coexistence within human difference. These findings open new spaces for contemporary
discussions of sexuality, identity, and relationships, and suggest that Platonic love may
serve as an ethical framework that promotes egalitarian coexistence in present-day

society.
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Plato (1997) Tuunaunun Symposium LalauakuIAnI1n18AUSA (8594, Eros)
Alaildifissensual mnusidundawisnaiduegfindevasunisissog veayuduazassnas
anusnlumaladdiildussimaszninsyanaaeau uidundadivilidined sulnisening
AsmsekazAmANYTal Plato 1 Socrates id3asveammindsealugiuziasey (daimon)
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Plato (1997: 486) lana11l731 “He is in between mortal and immortal. He is a great
spirit, Socrates; everything spiritual is in between god and mortal”
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wunAnihd oulesfusuiuwes Aristophanes Lﬂumauﬁimmﬁmﬁqmiu Symposium
Plato lifaaxns Aristophanes T imuiiiseSuiednidnvesninusnludeniide Tasiein
uywdlugausnisuiigussnasanysal fauvu 491 wazasslunin wnrfidwnauinay

Anvimewnidga (Zeus) Fs3sadinemens “dsneendudes”

Plato (1997: 504-505) law@euliin “So I shall now cut each of them in two... And so
saying, he cut those human beings in two; and as each was cut, they longed for their
own other half and tried to come together again.”
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wansaiudins K19 dRemnmsniiBentide Saasouliidiuinnismssegvesuyud
Fufuan MIugnuauazianuinAondawenisauy wyusvnauiududaddiednses
Tnesssuminaznissniensuarmdnadmilsvesnuies nardnonils sunuivhmind
JudessmauSrginamidevesmmseniuguiiinvesdsea wiouvaruslviaa s
Wundwrsnisdauszdnuaznisenduennimvesnisidusguinnitazsiduiis sty
19323081 Plato (1997) §9lvidaazas Aristophanes nanallogrstalaudsaruduniinves
uyud Lun ¥18a7U NN LaTNANANYIENEY NTDUBTUIIUTIFINATBIUAAZLUY
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Balunindu Plato (1997: 475-476) ldtuinsnariveseSalaniuadn “Women who are
split from a woman pay no attention to men; they are oriented more towards
women... People who are split from a male are male-oriented... while they are boys
they love men and enjoy lying with men and being embraced by men.”
“wejaiigneinanainmds vxliaulegeias insizsssumAveaseiulumeEmdeinndy aaug
AgnesnonmayeAtuualiilunege ussludisidaiuinge wanwieesngne 36

welalunisueudestne uaslasunislounenaingvignieniies”
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srufuvesmsdunyed I3adunsueseudnlugrusndsanafiegmioma mszuyud
nnausnaduesmiafigyme mnusnddilaifisansumamguafenisuaismenuauysal
vosn15.dued fuu Aristophanes laldnisnamegialsuuufndindguiiog noundnausly
winiduniseuradandidednuuwdunaudonndalugiuzn1snses wagi1ausn
Fomaedeulvifiodnrenrmiesiuliduiussudu lilddedansoaievliviioudu
willoeuselugiurveanisaniuanuinlitsdumadsfuniomainaiud dalydon
Sesnmreussaumsdasssy mniduguiuusng q ves nszuIuMsaNURTinuANNIdn
deutu mavharudladuimaetosunmssuuusmnsuivinldiuunaiedugns
d3au09g$n 9z Plato Loslianslassaiisvesdsoalilugiugnissevined avune s
AmganaUINNIIM svgatslunmeauysel
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sioun Plato (1997: 524) ldenseduuuAniligedukiudanu ves Diotima Tutaavie
983 Symposium Jafun1sesue “Sulawiininusn” (the ladder of love) laledunlgnasls
71 “A lover who goes about this matter correctly must begin in his youth to devote
himself to beautiful bodies. First, ... he should love one body ... then realize that the
beauty of any one body is brother to the beauty of any other ... then he must become
a lover of all beautiful bodies ... Next he must value beautiful souls above bodies ...
and so on ... until he will catch sight of something wonderfully beautiful in its nature...”

“gAuFURIusesmsnagegnied n Tuseasusulusmudensusumulituaiiu
PUYDITNIINDY TULTN 19IPITINT MBI TUGET UaATeReen YT AN INYE
sumelasnmenisiuduaion ‘Fdoe Fuarimauvessinedy 9 i 9nduydos
narenduginlusemeiisnanumauuy sely treedaslipaumniueuyesindya anniensy
AT NN UasTuTugaIUsN 9 vesnarsuilides 9 auheign 1w1azld

WU NGIAa eSS luilaunivesdines”

unluniniu Plato (1997: 493) tdeSunedn “all of a sudden he will catch sight of
something wonderfully beautiful in its nature; that, Socrates, is the reason for all his
earlier labors”
“wraglaiunuamsuiiimslusivesiueseenyviuiu uaziudameuiin iy

LY TNEIGIUTIINA IS VDI YITIAI137”
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Tudedl Plato (1997) Idssnguliifiuinanusndesssmansvesansismeivii 9
fuflidueAusugrvesiaan mszdsivulawsanuinnaslumsuldlyfssanue
wEsIH uifte ANAnIsnvesyulunsHAndAnsIIIT Fitasaenndasiunsouanm
Snilfimedlosanndsiignliiiinfonue iligduiusaunseumansaiuio
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WARSIT 1o (heteronormative morality) Augustine (1991) Tu Confessions 1 L@
auinlu Plato Tnanaidumnuindenszsid wagfanuinanusamamodudsidestng
iﬂgjm'mu%qmémﬁm wuzdl Aquinas (1981) Tu Summa Theologiae léaguneinaanusnust
Fostignuszasdiitensduiusuazegeliivanaveanseiin

Tugaadelumal Viastos (1973) wag Nussbaum (1986) Adsasenu Plato Tunseuifeniiu
Tngnevinnalaenszauausnainneliginaunaaidunisugiasnie Msmumussanssy
wandmgliifusesusnveaniseudsdasssuegraduszuy dsusnisiduainuesn

s

289 Augustine NvlNena1810ud 99 09815% N15INIRUINAINTITUBIRLN DA1TEUNUD
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ssseglugrusndsiidoumeunsindidetusgislivtiuen duisiunmes Aristophanes
wazdulawyie Diotima

Tudndundl wnfinnutaneanissud 20 Tne Halperin (1990) way Neharas (2007)
i uanuvsnenisuyvenmwesd soat uslntfuduanugaussaumfvesanusning
Feruluuunndn uastlidtuiaunuuazanuinlumaladunssuiunisveamauanon
Tupnussunsvesnsiliuinnninasdunisufiasnie

5&@@53&Lﬁ141§1’68’ﬂ50ﬂ’;'mLL@ﬂGmmﬁ%‘?mn (methodological divergence) 581314
NTBULUUARSITU-NIINYITUNITEMUTINITAB-055ATUIUAIUN YAULIN Augustine Haz
Aquinas leuvasdsealiidu caritas ndnAedeaduainuiniysgnszidnlaofinvatenis
widelanuagyinlinedudsiidesdise luvaeAgands Halperin Lag Nehamas ndullenu
Symposium tiottuauduiyudmsUszaunisaivesanudn Tngguduirgunuuanuduius
wazganuussaululann3nlalagnussiingunanseinudoudeuiiouuiies

ArauanaEg nstlUfinzssnitengtuuuuAasssy Srearetulagnisasdidlan

¥ '
[ a N = =

WinINE1URUUNYIdEY BTRafoNuNsENITNNeLarIAIseiY e liuywdaunses



NIATUY AN TLaYd NN TUTIAY (JHSSR) >162

WNINYIRETANA1U TN 13 adun 1 @nT1ad - A 2568)

waztduly Plato Augustine Aquinas Halperin wazNehamas #1193 s1d uny anuivddey
lumsvhanudilandegnssdiusening “Bsea-ansaa” TulsyifmansaiuAnne Tumn
usinsRANIaIHazlasn1EIEnINg Plato 1618l) Ausnlu Plato Wilavuneis

nsagiesamenindunisvinlisanenaneidumsinueenisy nssamienieuaznieda
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Faldldaduduiitaudstumndunssuaumafivriuresnisiuasmadu Fsduiusediedinda
funsisseguesdsedlugiusndwesmsiadoulmssnintenouasin

Yz ey 3UnEwes Alcibiades Tutrwingves Symposium Baneng17n Plato
(1997) laflfiauenisaznroninuanslitiunssfaganianisuaz dnd narud sy
WU Socrates Alcibiadesldansnmdsauviivililaunnaaeidoleeglnd Socrates uaz
WisurmAadvenadowdesdvewndidea (Marsyas’ flute) ﬁaznm?m@mmaq@ﬁq
wansaiiaindsealu Plato laldaulasuuuneuunfondavesninadoulmniiu “idos-
me-rmaad” Feintihfifudenatsuiamsy Plato Selduandliifiuinsanmelidldgamoniia
wignenszaulmdunsuzveslyauasnnsssy

Wil Symposium aggeuiunIsAgaLuUInelAgInueg 1 daNERAN1Ta3Ud1 Plato
ananuinlfinaluauvnenisdsnums efasssug el aenadaasiamuaduiaun
W31 Aristophanes L8305 U18aN UL AMTATIUYBEAIUUTLAN VI8-VI8 NYI-NYT LAz
-1 InsudazUszinnuaamaimisinueoduniafeine Inglilddnddunmrmis
AassuesgUuuunnuinmaiu mafinrusnme-eusnguwiuniilu Symposium laildiAn
911 Platoﬁ'ma”ﬁumm%’mm'Lﬂuwaeuaw%‘umé’mm%'ﬂﬁ'ciﬂ “arslindanisteygn”
(intellectual or psychic reproduction) LU 1 ULWAL 8 ﬁﬂﬂiﬂﬂgﬁﬂiuﬁﬁaau%aﬁ Diotima
Rendumstiiualunuanussgiyauasaassssnnninnsuiugnanie

Tumanauiu ngs-ugedslivsngluunaunuililemse Plato Ujias usmsnzdsny
LaLﬁuﬁﬁi’ﬂﬁmuwmmafmimmaa@wf@wuaeﬂiuaﬂﬁuﬁﬁuaqmﬁﬁﬁuﬁmmqﬂ@;@ diefansan
AU Aristophanes sauiudula Diotima 3EWUIIMAUYBIAILSAIU Plato AB AITUNT O
faufuvosnaiunyuddadssegluszduniided vdeimauazindelaseadedaay
msdndfuanamanaiunngluiendnunavesimusssuninlilvlasiaiavesdsedios
Fedusnlindlunudionnsdmduiinmsanuuagnisuaenauauysaiflbiufume
vilanela snnninasfuteiaueliaudsmnuunndamanmBsdany

MnUszfiuavaai Plato FeldssnguvesdsiionaFunit aSemansuvisanusn
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