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Abstract

This academic article titled “Methods for Teaching Thai Consonant Classes ( Triy@ng)
to Foreign Learners of Thai” aims to present an instructional approach for helping foreign
learners of Thai distinguish among the three consonant classes (high, middle, and low) through
the use of word-formation mnemonics based on acronyms. The method integrates two areas
of linguistic knowledge: (1) Thai grammar, which involves classifying the 44 Thai consonants
according to their inherent tones — namely, high- class consonants with a rising tone
(chattawa), middle-class consonants with a mid-tone (saman), and low-class consonants with
a mid-tone; and (2) Thai phonetics and phonology, which explains the characteristics and
articulation points of consonant sounds. These include: (1) voiceless aspirated stops, (2)
voiceless unaspirated stops, (3) voiced unaspirated stops, (4) fricatives, (5) semivowels, (6)
nasals, (7) laterals, and (8) trills.

In teaching, English lexical sets are used as mnemonic aids: “ketchup fish” for high and
low paired consonants, “good job” for middle-class consonants, and “yawning lemur” for
single low consonants. These phrases facilitate memory retention in identifying consonant
classes while reinforcing understanding of sound characteristics and articulatory functions. This
integrative approach lays the foundation for subsequent instruction on short and long vowels,
as well as distinctions between live and dead syllables, contributing to a more systematic and

effective learning process in Thai phonetics.

Keywords: Method for teaching; Non-Thai Speakers; Thai language; Three classes of Thai
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2) whevdes by 1AaR3aEUN (bilabial) denrdesiumisedsvasmsyrugdulng
laun wigyaug U (bao baj-maaj)
2.3 Snwsin
Snwsiluntwlned 2 ngu 1éun Snusiuieauassnwasing il
2.3.1 Snwsiifen
fouflunudanguitusenouseminademdyrugduiiaenadosiuntieides
wiruzdulunwlvevessnusaies fie yawning lemur Uuyaso, 2017, p. 43) S1uunAduduiug
sEniavUIedes fdnws wazgiunsadluniseanided o 4 dnvausmihedss il
1) minsidsandysuzduniease

mhedsandgruraun3sase (nitial semi-vowel consonants) 31 2 wieidess lawn

A139991 9 NIRRT ANNFUNUSIZNINMNBIFSINTYTULAUATIATE AIENYS WazgIunIal

RIRPIRN SURUINLaZINAIUE DU

o

DRRIGHEN WS YBUL AU UDPRIEEE WogyUL AU

/j/ 8, W/ 2

1.1) wibeides j iafimanuuds (palatal) denadesiuviine desaandysuzeiu
e laun wéyuug 8 oo jaki waz g (j22 jin]
1.2) wieidos w iafisufiuinuasinaiugeu (labio-velar) aenadasiumiae
@esvoandyvuraulny Taun wiysug 2 (wad wéen]
2) viheidsandyrusdundease

o a

NSNS UBUTAUWIEN (initial nasal consonants) & 3 wulwlde lawA
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A151991 10 SNWIAALI: AMUFNRUSTEnINaMIBLdandysUEAUUNEn fdnys Lazgiunsal

Ay

LNAIUD DY

S3elUn

IPBIGEN

RBIGEN

N yuza

Y RBEIGEN

NyusaU

n/

/m/

U

U m q

4

2.1) wiheides n Aadiilu (dental) aenadasfuniisidssvendyrugdulng
TauA Wiy W (nad nliul Waz a (N2 neeny

2.2) miwdes my Aefiaugeu (velar) aonndasfumizoidoswomsysusdu
e Tawn wdyaug $ mao nuul

2.3) nieides /m Aeafsufun (bilabial) aenndasiumizeidesvemenyvugsiu
e lawn wiyaug U (mad maay

3) Miledeandgyvusaudig
NBLESING Y TULAUT (Initial voiced lateral/lateral approximant consonant)

11 mhedss lown

A1519% 11 nwsife: ANduTUSIEnIiiedsandgyrusautne fonys wazgiunsal

Huuazumian

v

nheLdes Wy BULAL

il a, W

1 = a a 1 A ¥ (% ! =] LY v/
nedes A inaifluuazduvisen (lateral) dennnpsnumiigldssvaandyvusau
Ty lawn wéyoue a 1o lin) waz W (192 cu-laal
4) vieHNaNgvULII

whedgandgyruzsa (Initial trill consonant) & 1 wiedes laun

A1319% 12 SNWsAALT: ANNFIRUSIEnITIedsandgyrusausy @onys wasgiunsal

fuuazyumien

o £%

RRIREN U AL

r/ 9

wheldes 1/ 1AanuTalndilu (dental rolled) donndasiunieldssussndyvus

Aulve lawn woeyasue 5 rao rway
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2.3.2 aNWIANG

20UATUAIYIBINENUTENOUAIENUIBLAINTYIULAUN dOAAH DA UNUIBLAE

v

wényrugaiulunwlvevesdnusaien fie ketchup fish Juyaso, 2017, p. 43) HaWieuidssiugnusas

(%

fudsnssugnadudeassugnianiy (Mid tone) wiuilagliludsnssaenddudenssagng

9

0
LR
o Suunandiusserinanhodes f8nus wasgunsallumseenideslst 2 Snuaembedes fil
1) wiaidesndyyuzdusain lifas dau
mhademdruzduseiin lines Jau (nitial voiceless aspirated plosive consonants)

T 4 whedes lown

A13199 13 Snwseng: Anwduiussenivbedemdgyuusdusaia lifes dau ddnws wargunsel

, o wpuLdsduniilnania .
ALY Huwazyuvisen o SuRUN
Yuiisen
L Wy o Wiy . RRAVE o WU
UPRRIGEN N UPRRIGEER N PRGN . UVRRIEER
AU A AU AU
V‘I ﬁ’
/kh/ f thy chy %, ph/ N,
Y

1.1) wihedes kh Refimaiugeu (velar) donndasiuniiodeemdysus sy
Ine lawn wiywue A khao khwaaj)

1.2) whodes thy Aediflusaguimien (dental and alveolar) eandosfiumie
deosvosndyvuzaulne laun witywus v tha tha-hdan, 5 thao thon, 9 [thao mon-thoo) uay
thoo phliu-thaw;

1.3) wiaeidsa ch iadwauudsdruniiilndnis)umien (alveolo-palatal)
donndsnuiedssesndysuzaulng loun o (chao chaan] way al (chaa chyy)

1.4) wihedes phs infizaEuin (bilabial) denrdasiuniiodeemsaysus sy
Ine Tawn wywug w (ph3s phiin)

2) winedeIndyvusdudaaunsn

%

1 a L% = e . . al 1 a b4 1
AUIBLESINTYBUTAULEDALNTA (Initial fricative consonants) d 3 WUIBLELS Teun

M19197 14 Snwseing: AnuduiussEnhmhademdyyugmudenunsn fonys kavgiunsal

Ya95EINgiuAUSURUINaS Wy YRITEWINNE U
TDPRIREN WU A VeI WO vUTAY nuwIde WO UUT AL
il )| /S/ % hy g
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2.1) wueLdYY /f/ ianTsdesTenIteiuiusuiluinans (labio-dental) @onnAaos
Auniheidsswessndaauzaulne Taun wdyvug W fo fan

2.2) miedes /s/ \indifly (dental) aenpdestuntheidsmemdysuzdulng
laun wgyrug @ (59 s60

2.3) wihedes /h/ iafivesseninadwde (glottal) denndaafuniieidesves

wdgysuzaulneg laun wiyvug g thao ndk-hauk

ungasy
lasendviadnes 3 wy Wuanuiiugiuiussuudsiniuingduiludgeuauisalunis
AudsnssugnAgsduiusinenssiuamumnevesmiuntwlng nanife NMseenduvseynmniag

nanwseaualaglifiansanlaseedagyilvidiSsunwingyisinsUssinaduaunagesnides

' '
¥ U = a

M lneAaInPiou (Chanthakhami, 2022, p. 80) ¥8&4nNAUTLNITUUIN Haaun1wlned ¥y

Y

'
v v o 1

T Seugn s AteuiuAULANA19TE TN yIasiudnusangld Ao aileuidesseninednusgs

Y Y

e

[

1% 1%

12 ad o

= ad o I3 ¢ o YY) ° & ¢ Y =~ 1Y °
%Q@JWUL&BQLUU??ﬁmQﬂ@"\]WQWﬂ‘U@ﬂiﬂimqﬂ%QlIWULﬁEJﬂLUu’JiimEAﬂ@a’]MﬂJﬂ LUBNNNNBDYAN ketchup

fish WWudesAluntudinguiiinuieidesnd

Y v

Y
%

<

UTUEAU

lunwsanguiaennassiunthedeandyvus

Ausnusgelunwilneg dvidledemdyrusiu 7 mihedes aeendesiumieidsmdyyugaudnys

matunwlng 7 videdes

a

AN PIM1S197 15

' ¥
=

[

Aseil 15 Auiiuidessenindiwsged el iudsaduissugnddnn fudnusigdedfiudondy
I530ugNAENLEY
.. oL NyvurAu Nudeadu Ui Nudeadu
foam VAVRIGER ) . o oL
Snwsas ATUYNATA nYIeg Y330uENAETEY
< hy i th3a] 8 thao]
» /S/ a, f, ¢ [s32] % [S22]
w— il W (f321 1] [fa2]
aQ /phy W [phd2] N, A [pha2]
5 _ _ ] _ _
5 ichy 2 ichdo] %, (chao)
- rthy 0,3 [th3o; 7, 5, 9N, A [thoo)
© _ _ ] _ _
x~ /khy % tkh327 A rkhao7
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2

wiin1saeuldiSeurisaUssinaeanidesniwingligndeaiud sddny egslsiny

Y

TaAdseTagaauAITiaIsan Ao JasuntwinededlinsinsanseiaiseuriisUsemaianiea

Y Y Y

aaay

nszNsgeriaran1sieuntwlng IsNdaeuntwlnemisuuanedisourisinslsemensainisaou

Y

o w

Seslaseed Ao nisyag el S euRuAsLazd sukuuld n1slddamduseaudenssagnd

[ v
§ v oa a v o (3 a

derudes wu dldddmiudenssugndandy hldmiudenssagndien danasldiiuides

o

(4
a [

53ugnaly daunsldmiuidenssugndns waziideeldiduidenssagnddn ielviyiseu
Weslgaauduiusseninadenssugndiussauidsaissulunudduiiivesasy uwazn1sduns

A = = O ' = v oy 1 v A
AuAanAdoulunTeRNdswIeNMINATeI T BuY AU sTIWALTe Az lawus laag19viuyiNed

(Meesathan, 2017, p. 11)
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