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Abstract

This research article aimed to: 1) study and analyse the roles, powers, and duties of local
government organizations under Thai law in caring for children and youth both before and after
committing offenses in cases related to drug offenses; 2) establish guidelines for the protection of child
and youth offenders before and after committing offenses, specifically focusing on drug-related
offenses; and 3) propose policies and measures for developing the role of local government organizations
in protecting children and youth. This is a qualitative research study utilizing Social Ecology Theories of
Crime regarding social and environmental relationships that may lead children and youth to commit
offenses, criminological theories concerning juvenile delinquency, theories regarding the causes of
offenses, and motivation and driving forces behind law violations as the research framework. The
research areas include Phra Non Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Nakhon Sawan Ok Subdistrict
Administrative Organization, and the Nakhon Sawan Provincial Observation and Protection Center for
Children. The research target group categorized into 3 groups: Group 1 (Organizational) with 15
individuals from juvenile justice and local government; Group 2 (Individual) with 20 young
offenders/parents and at-risk youth; and Group 3 (Experts) with 5 specialists (psychologists, lawyers),
totaling 40 participants for the research

The research findings revealed that: 1) local government organizations have roles and powers

in preventing and solving drug problems in accordance with the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
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B.E. 2560 (2017), the Child Protection Act B.E. 2546 (2003), local government laws, and duties arising
from the Narcotics Code; 2) It should be established social rehabilitation centers at various levels to
provide assistance and welfare to drug addicts or those undergoing treatment; 3) local governance
should be promoted to create “pre-offense” measures and “post-offense” care, and establish

comprehensive child and youth protection and assistance centres.

Keywords: Child Protection Act; Comprehensive Child and Youth Protection and Assistance Center;

Drug-related offenses
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