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Abstract

This academic article aims to show the influence of religious beliefs in the Naga cave area on
the development of local communities. The results of the study found that the Naga cave is a heritage
site in the northeastern region of Thailand, which is believed to be the result of the Naga creating a
beautiful and profound place. The belief in the Naga is that it is a creature with great power, such as
if you ask for a blessing from the Naga, your life will be prosperous. The spiritual belief is that the Naga
cave is a place to practice meditation and train your spirit to be peaceful and free from suffering. The
belief in the Naga cave plays an important role in strengthening the social and cultural relationships of
the local community. Rituals and activities, such as praying to the jade Buddha image and paying
homage to the Naga, held in the Naga cave are an opportunity for villagers to come together and
create unity in the community. Preserving these traditions and rituals not only helps to strengthen unity,
but also encourages the new generation to become aware of the cultural heritage of the local
community. It is also a community tourist attraction, another place that helps stimulate the economy of
the community in the Naga cave area. People from all over the country travel to visit the Naga cave,
resulting in the expansion of local businesses, such as souvenir shops, restaurants, and accommodation
for tourists, which directly affects the income of the villagers and the development of infrastructure in
the community, especially the development of infrastructure to support tourism, the development of
access routes to the Naga cave, and facilities in the area, resulting in more tourists visiting. and has a

direct impact on the development of local communities to continue to flourish.
Keywords: Religious Beliefs; Nakhi Cave; Local Community Development
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