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Indian perspectives on Suvarnabhumi

Manop Nakkanrian, Chatsuphang Saramart,

Banchuen Nakkanrian

Abstract

The concept of “Suvarnabhumi” (the Golden Land) is more than just a land name;
it is also a cultural symbol reflecting the worldview of past peoples. It appears in Buddhist
scriptures and ancient records as a “world gateway” between India and Southeast Asia. While
no specific city was identified as the center of Suvarnabhumi, there are two contextual
assumptions: 1. A trading center, including U Thong, Chaiya and the Malay Peninsula; and 2. A
Buddhist center, including ancient Nakhon Pathom, evidenced by the Dharmachakra and Phra
Pathom Chedi, which date back to the time of King Ashoka the Great, and Thaton in lower

Burma.

Indian scriptures interpret Suvarnabhumi in two ways: 1. A land of wealth: a source
of gold and produce, a destination for merchants (Sangkha Jataka) and 2. A land of risk: a
dangerous shipping route requiring skill and merit for survival (Mahajanaka Jataka and Suparaka
Jataka). Suvarnabhumi thus symbolizes hope and prosperity, driving economic and cultural

exchange. Buddhism is the core of the region's history and identity.

Keywords: Suvarnabhumi; Trade Center; Buddhist Center; Cultural Symbol
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Integrated Analysis of Dasa Parami: Mechanisms and Dimensions of

Key Principles in Vessantara Jataka

Thanasith Chatsuwan

Abstract

This academic article aims to investigate the systematic relationship mechanisms
and dynamics of the Ten Perfections (Dasa Parami) as they appear in the Vessantara Jataka.
By employing an integrated analytical approach, the study highlights the significant implication
that "Dana Param" (Perfection of Generosity) does not exist in isolation. Instead, it functions
as a powerful Core Mechanism that drives and attracts the other nine perfections to operate
in coordination, fostering a Holistic Synergy that maintains spiritual equilibrium amidst critical
situations. Through an analysis of the Tipitaka, Commentaries (Atthakatha), and Sub-
commentaries (Tika), the findings reveal that Vessantara's performance of the Great Donation
(Maha-dana) represents a process of elevating ethics from a conventional level to an ultimate
level (Paramattha). This transformation relies on complex and subtle psychological
mechanisms to manage the Ethical Dilemma arising between worldly attachments and
spiritual aspirations, governed by the dimensions of enlightened Wisdom (Pafna) and
detached Equanimity (Upekkha). The results suggest that the Ten Perfections in the Vessantara
Jataka serve as a perfect ethical model, seamlessly integrating the dual objectives of personal
benefit (attaining Supreme Enlightenment) and public benefit (the welfare of sentient beings)

in @ mutually supportive manner.

Keywords: Ten Perfections (Dasa Parami); Vessantara Jataka; Integrated Analysis; Great

Donation (Maha-dana); Buddhist Ethics
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Dhamma Practice According to the Theravada Buddhist Tradition

Somboon Jaruna

Abstract

This academic article aims to study and analyze Buddhist practice in the Theravada
tradition as a process of life development. The study focuses on elucidating the meaning,
forms, and benefits of Buddhist practice through the framework of the Threefold Training (sila,
samadhi, and panna). This research employs a documentary research methodology, drawing
upon primary sources such as the Tipitaka, its commentaries, and related Theravada Buddhist

texts, as well as academic articles published in both national and international journals.

The findings reveal that Buddhist practice in the Theravada tradition is not limited
to meditation techniques alone but constitutes a holistic process of human development.
This process begins with ethical discipline (slla), which regulates bodily and verbal conduct
and fosters social harmony; continues with the practice of tranquility meditation (samatha-
bhavana), which cultivates mental calmness and concentration; and culminates in insight
meditation (vipassana-bhavana), which develops wisdom through the direct realization of
reality in accordance with the Three Characteristics (tilakkhana). Through this integrated

practice, defilements and suffering are progressively reduced.

Moreover, Buddhist practice contributes significantly to the development of self-
awareness, the transformation of individual attitudes and behaviors, and the cultivation of
social virtues such as loving-kindness, compassion, and non-violence. These virtues serve as a
foundation for ethics and peace in contemporary society. This article therefore proposes that
Buddhist practice in the Theravada tradition should be understood as an inward-to-outward
process of life development, linking personal transformation with sustainable social

development.

Keywords: Buddhist practice; Theravada Buddhism; Threefold Training; samatha-bhavana;

vipassana-bhavana
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Buddhist Perspectives on Women: Social Constraints

and Spiritual Equality

Phrakhrupariyattikanchanakit

Abstract

This article aims to examine, analyze, and synthesize the concept of the Eight
Knowledges (Vijja 8) in Theravada Buddhism, with particular emphasis on clarifying their
meanings, structural framework, and roles in relation to ascetic practice (samana-dhamma),
the Noble Eightfold Path, and the cessation of suffering. The study adopts a documentary
research methodology, drawing primarily on the Pali Canon as preserved in the
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University edition, together with the commentarial tradition,
especially the Visuddhimagea, as well as major works of Buddhist philosophical interpretation
such as Buddhadhamma.

The findings indicate that the Eight Knowledges do not constitute a homogeneous
doctrinal category with equal status. Rather, they display a clear hierarchy of value and
function. Most of the knowledges are classified as mundane (lokiya), arising from tranquillity
meditation and advanced states of concentration, and serve to demonstrate the potential
and dexterity of the cultivated mind; however, they do not directly eradicate ignorance (avijja)
or the defilements (asava). In contrast, insight knowledge (vipassana-nana) and, most notably,
the knowledge of the destruction of the defilements (asavakkhaya-nana) play a direct and
decisive role in the process of liberation, with the latter constituting the highest form of
knowledge and the definitive criterion for the attainment of arahantship.

The classification of the Eight Knowledges in the commentarial literature is therefore
not intended to promote the pursuit of supernormal powers or extraordinary cognitive
abilities. Rather, it serves to elucidate the outcomes of fully developed ascetic practice within
the framework of the Noble Eightfold Path. Understanding the Eight Knowledges in this manner
helps to correct common misconceptions that overemphasize miraculous or supernormal
aspects, and it reaffirms the distinctive identity of Theravada Buddhism as a doctrinal system
fundamentally oriented toward the eradication of the defilements and the realization of
genuine liberation.

Keywords: Vijja 8; Theravada Buddhism; Ascetic Practice (Samana-dhamma); Noble Eightfold
Path; Cessation of Suffering
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A Buddhological Analysis of the Processes and Stages of "Phuttho"
Samatha-Vipassana Meditation in the Lineage of
Luang Pu Mun Bhuridatta: A Case Study of Phra Ajahn

Singh Khantiyagamo’s Treatises

Phramaha Songchai Vijayabheri (Siri)

Abstract

This analytical research article aims to systematically study, investicate, and
synthesize the structural mechanisms of the mind within the process of "Phuttho" Samatha-
Vipassana meditation. The study focuses on a case analysis of the foundational treatises and
strategic teachings of Phra Ajahn Singh Khantiyagamo, a pivotal master who laid the
groundwork for the Forest Tradition’s practice. The findings reveal that the mental dynamics
within this lineage consist of logically coherent and sequential stages. It begins with the
establishment of a firm ethical foundation through the power of faith and strict adherence to
Precept-Restraint (Sila-Samvara), which serves as the primary barrier to reduce emotional
friction and suppress the Five Hindrances (Nivarana) that disturb the mind. Once this
foundation is ready, the mind enters the dynamic phase of efficient Samatha Bhavana, utilizing
the "Phuttho" mantra seamlessly integrated with mindfulness of breathing (Anapanasati) to
elevate the intensity of mindfulness and concentration through hierarchical levels: from
momentary (Khanika), to access (Upacara), and finally attainment concentration (Appana). This
state culminates in the unification of the mind, giving rise to "The Knower" (The Buddha-
nature), characterized by extraordinary alertness, luminosity, and mental pliancy.

In the subsequent stage, when the mind possesses fortified "Concentration Power"
(Samadhi-bala) and tactical readiness, the process transitions into intensive Vipassana. This
involves the strategic investigation of mindfulness directed towards the body (Kayagata-sati)
and the deconstruction of the four elements to dismantle the four cognitive distortions
(Vipallasa) and eradicate "Self-illusion" (Sakkaya-ditthi) or the deep-rooted attachment to a
permanent self. This study significantly highlights that the core of the Phuttho practice is not
merely focusing on passive stillness for temporary bliss, but rather the strategic management
of awareness and wisdom to permanently and completely uproot the underlying
fermentations (Asava) embedded in the subconscious. This leads to a systematic state of
liberation (Vimutti) in accordance with the traditional Buddhist path passed down through
generations.

Keywords: Samatha-Vipassana; Luang Pu Mun Bhuridatta; Phra Ajahn Singh Khantiyagamo;
Body Contemplation; Three Marks of Existence
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Morality as Social Law : The Sangha and the Ordering of

Civilization in Suvarnabhumi

Thanad Chaiyaphan

ABSTRACT

This academic article aims to examine the role of the Sangha in establishing
Buddhist ethical foundations to organize society in the Suvarnabhumi region. The study reveals
that the propagation of Buddhism in Suvarnabhumi officially commenced following the Third
Buddhist Council under the patronage of King Ashoka the Great, who dispatched missionaries
led by Venerable Sona and Venerable Uttara via maritime trade routes. The Sangha acted as
social engineers, facilitating the transition from traditional animistic beliefs rooted in

supernatural fear to a society driven by Buddhist wisdom and the law of cause and effect.

This article that the Sangha established Buddhist Justice by utilizing the Five
Precepts as a fundamental social constitution to govern citizen behavior and by promoting
the Dharmaraja (Righteous King) concept in governance. This ensured that the relationship
between the state and its people was grounded in compassion and equity. Buddhist ethics
thus functioned not merely as religious practices but as a social law that reduced inequality
and fostered sustainable peace. Archaeological evidence, such as Stone Dhamma Wheels and
Ye Dhamma inscriptions found extensively across Suvarnabhumi, serves as a vital witness to
the acceptance of Buddhist wisdom as the foundation of a civilization deeply rooted for over

2,300 years.

Keywords: Buddhist Ethics; Suvarnabhumi; Sangha; Buddhist Justice; Dharmaraja
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