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Evolution from Ovadapatimokkha to Anapatimokkha: Significance to
the Stability of Buddhism in Institutional and

Jurisprudential Dimensions

Phramaha Setthawut Vajiranano (Pasuan)

Abstract

This academic article aims to explore the transition and evolution of the monastic
governance system, from the initial era of utilizing Ovadapatimokkha, a Dhamma principle
emphasizing self-regulation through spiritual conscience and ideals, to the subsequent
evolution of employing Anapatimokkha, a legal and disciplinary system designed to tangibly
organize the monastic society. The study reveals that this transition was not a spiritual
regression, but rather a dynamic process of institutionalization. The Buddha proactively
adapted the administrative structure to align with the sociological context, the political
economy of the 16 Mahajanapadas era, the exponentially increasing diversity of the monastic

population, as well as the pressures of managing state relations and societal expectations.

The significance of this evolution lies in the fact that Vinaya (Monastic Discipline)
became a crucial jurisprudential foundation. It fostered solidarity and unity, shielded the order
from social criticism (Lokavajja), established a transparent and accountable internal justice
process (Adhikaranasamatha), and instituted the concept of the "Sangha" as a quasi-juristic
entity separate from individual monks. This structural adaptation can be comprehensively
explained through political science and sociological theoretical frameworks, particularly as a
flawless transition from Charismatic Authority to Legal-Rational Authority a concept centuries
ahead of modern universal theories. This paradigm shift served as the primary mechanism
enabling the Buddhist institution to maintain its stability, navigate through crises of decline,
and endure for over two millennia, affirming the profound statement declared during the First

Buddhist Council: Vinaya is the lifeblood of Buddhism.

Keywords: Ovadapatimokkha; Anapatimokkha; Monastic Discipline (Vinaya); Stability of

Buddhism; Monastic Administration,
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