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The Noble Eightfold Path as Public Ethical Infrastructure in
Contemporary Thailand: A Framework to Reduce Corruption, Verbal

Violence, and Social Polarization

Phra Dhammanan Parisuddhajayo

Abstract

This article argues that the Noble Eightfold Path can be reinterpreted as a public
ethical infrastructure for contemporary Thailand, rather than solely a personal liberation path.
Thailand faces three interlocking challenges: (1) persistent corruption risks and weakened
institutional trust, (2) escalating verbal violence and hate-driven discourse in digital public
spheres, and (3) social fragmentation that undermines social capital and coexistence across
disagreement. Contextual indicators show Thailand scored 34 and ranked 107 in the CPI 2024,
highlighting ongoing pressures on transparency and governance credibility. Meanwhile, UNDP
Thailand notes that social media amplifies identity politics, misinformation, and hate speech,

threatening the health of civic discourse.

Using documentary research and conceptual synthesis focusing on 2020-2025
sources and Theravada canonical grounding, the article proposes MAGGA-GOV, a three-layer
architecture translating the Eightfold Path into institutional capacities: pafifia (Right View—Right
Intention) as public-interest reasoning and shared reality; slla (Right Speech-Right Action—Right
Livelihood) as integrity and non-harm conduct; and samadhi (Right Effort-Right Mindfulness—
Right Concentration) as self-regulation and attention governance that reduces reactive
decisions and discourse escalation. The article operationalizes each path factor into
governance mechanisms (Table 1) and provides tiered KPI sets tailored to public agencies,
educational institutions, and local administrative organizations (Table 2) to reduce corruption

risks, curb harmful speech, and strengthen social cohesion.

Keywords: Noble Eightfold Path; public ethics; good governance; corruption; right speech;
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