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Abstract

The objectives of this research article are 1. to study the level of political awareness
of Nakhon Ratchasima Central Prison officers, 2. to study the relationship between the 4
principles of Iddhipada and the political awareness of Nakhon Ratchasima Central Prison
officers, and 3. to present the application of Buddhist principles to promote political
awareness of Nakhon Ratchasima Central Prison officers. This research is a combined method
research. Quantitatively, it was done using a questionnaire with a confidence coefficient of
0.954 on a sample of 100 people. Then, the statistics selected for data analysis were
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.-and carried out a Pearson correlation
analysis. and qualitative by in-depth interviews with 9 key informants or people.

The results of the research found that: 1. The level of political awareness of Nakhon
Ratchasima Central Prison officers. Overall, it was at a high level (X =4.43). 2. The relationship
between the 4 Iddhipada principles and the political awareness of Nakhon Ratchasima
Central Prison officers was found to have a positive relationship overall. It is at a high level
(R=0.724**) with statistical significance at the 0.01 level, so the research hypothesis is
accepted. 3. The application of Buddhist principles to promote political awareness of Nakhon
Ratchasima Central Prison officers found that 1) Chantha, satisfaction, show political behavior
with willingness. See the importance of exercising voting rights Support democratic activities
and be aware of their own political rights and duties; 2) perseverance, showing political
behavior with determination in exercising voting rights Study the candidate's policies. and
seeking opportunities to participate in politics. 3) Chitta, appeasement. Show political
behavior by following the news regularly. Analyze information before deciding to vote. and
give importance to political rights and the impact of policies; and 4) Vimansa considers
reasons. Demonstrate political behavior by using reason to analyze policies. Verify
information from multiple sources. Assess the impact and make political decisions with
discretion

Keywords: Application of Buddhist Principles; Political Awakening; Prison Officer
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Abstract

The objectives of this research article are: 1) to examine the level of participation by
community networks in reducing recidivism among inmates at the Nakhon Ratchasima
Central Prison; 2) to compare the participation of these community networks based on
personal demographic factors; and 3) to propose the application of Buddhist principles to
foster community network involvement in reducing recidivism among inmates at the Nakhon
Ratchasima Central Prison. This study employs a mixed-methods approach. The quantitative
component utilizes a questionnaire with a reliability coefficient of 0.908, administered to a
sample of 397 individuals. Data were analyzed using frequencies, percentages, means, and
standard deviations, with hypotheses tested via one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). The
qualitative component consists of interviews with 9 key informants. The research findings
indicate that: 1) the overall level of community network participation in reducing recidivism
among inmates at the Nakhon Ratchasima Central Prison is high; and 2) the comparison of
community network participation based on personal demographic factors reveals no
significant differences in perspectives among individuals of varying genders, ages, educational
backgrounds, occupations, or monthly income levels. Therefore, research hypothesis 3 is
rejected. The application of Buddhist principles to foster the participation of community
networks in reducing recidivism among inmates at the Nakhon Ratchasima Central Prison is
based on the *Aparihaniyadhamma 7* (seven conditions for non-decline): 1) holding regular
meetings; 2) assembling and dispersing in unity; 3) adhering to established rules and
regulations; 4) showing respect for elders; 5) refraining from the oppression of subordinates;
6) honoring and respecting sacred sites or objects of veneration; and 7) actively supporting
and encouraging individuals who conduct themselves virtuously.

Keywords: Application; Buddhist Principles; Participation
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Abstract

This research article aims to: 1) examine the level of values regarding the resistance
to corruption and political misconduct among officials at the Nakhon Ratchasima Central
Prison; 2) compare these values based on the personal characteristics of the officials; and 3)
explore ways to strengthen such values among the officials at the Nakhon Ratchasima
Central Prison. The study employs a mixed-methods approach. The quantitative component
utilizes a questionnaire for data collection, which demonstrated an overall reliability
coefficient of 0.857. The sample consists of 100 officials from the Nakhon Ratchasima Central
Prison. Data were analyzed using frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations,
with hypotheses tested via one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). The qualitative component
involves in-depth interviews with 9 key informants, with data analyzed through descriptive
content analysis.

The research findings indicate that the overall level of values regarding the resistance
to corruption and political misconduct among the officials at the Nakhon Ratchasima Central
Prison is moderate (X = 3.28). Furthermore, the comparison of these values based on
personal characteristics reveals no significant differences, either in the overall assessment or
across individual dimensions. Therefore, research hypothesis 3 is rejected. Regarding the
promotion of values to counter corruption and political misconduct among officials at the
Nakhon Ratchasima Central Prison, it was found that integrating the three forms of integrity
(tri-sujarit) into the performance of official duties starting with mano-sujarit integrity of mind:
a commitment to righteousness and the restraint of greed, even when unobserved leads to
vaci-sujarit integrity of speech: truthful, transparent communication that rejects negotiations
involving conflicts of interest and kaya-sujarit integrity of action: performing duties with
honesty, refraining from the abuse of power for personal gain, and upholding justice. This
approach helps preserve justice and fosters public trust in the Department of Corrections

and the Thai civil service system.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research article are: 1) to examine the perceived
characteristics of local politicians according to the public in the Nakhon Ratchasima
Municipality; 2) to compare public perceptions regarding the characteristics of local
politicians in the Nakhon Ratchasima Municipality, categorized by personal factors; and 3) to
propose Buddhist-oriented characteristics for local politicians based on the perspectives of
the public in the Nakhon Ratchasima Municipality. This study employs a mixed-methods
research design. The quantitative component utilizes a questionnaire for data collection,
which demonstrated an overall reliability coefficient of 0.865. The sample consists of 379
eligible voters aged 18 and older residing within the Nakhon Ratchasima Municipality, Mueang
District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics—
specifically frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation—while hypotheses were
tested using t-tests and one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). The qualitative component
involves in-depth interviews with 9 key informants, with the data analyzed through
descriptive content analysis.

The research findings indicate that: 1) the perceived characteristics of local
politicians, according to the public in the Nakhon Ratchasima Municipality, are rated at a high
level overall (X = 4.48); and 2) a comparison of the perceived characteristics of local
politicians in the Nakhon Ratchasima Municipality, categorized by personal factors, reveals no
significant differences. Thus, the research hypothesis was rejected. Regarding the desirable
characteristics of local politicians from a Buddhist perspective—as perceived by the residents
of Nakhon Ratchasima City Municipality—it was found that the application of the
*Sangahavatthu 4* (the four bases of social solidarity) by local politicians influences their

administration across five key areas: personality, responsibility, decision-making,
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communication, and ethics/morality. Specifically, the implementation of *dana* (generosity),
*piyavaca* (kind speech), *atthacariya* (beneficial conduct), and *samanattata*
(impartiality/consistency in behavior) has a significant positive impact on public attitudes and
confidence. Residents prioritize ethics, morality, and responsibility above all else, followed
by sincere communication and fair decision-making, all of which are essential for sustainable
local development.

Keywords: Characteristics; Local Politicians; Attitudes.
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Abstract
This academic article aims to examine the concept of a crisis of political legitimacy,
analyze the role of Buddhist principles in fostering the legitimacy of state power, and propose

ways to apply these principles to restore trust between those in power and the public. The
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study employs a documentary research approach and conceptual analysis, drawing upon
Buddhist teachings, democratic principles, and the framework of good governance. A crisis of
political legitimacy often stems from the irresponsible exercise of power, corruption, a lack of
transparency, inequitable law enforcement, and limitations within the mechanisms designed
to hold state power accountable-all of which erode public confidence in those who govern
and in political institutions. Restoring political legitimacy requires both the cultivation of moral
integrity among those in power and the improvement of public administration systems,
alongside the promotion of civic participation. This study synthesizes a new framework—a
four-dimensional model of Buddhist principles—to restore political legitimacy: the first
dimension focuses on the moral integrity of leaders based on the Dasavidha-rajadhamma (the
Ten Virtues of a Ruler), the second emphasizes equitable administration through the
Sangahavatthu (the Four Bases of Social Harmony) integrated with good governance; the third
promotes public participation grounded in metta (loving-kindness), karuna (compassion), and
panna (wisdom); and the fourth addresses the oversight and balancing of power by applying
the Akati (the Four Biases to be avoided) alongside formal legal accountability mechanisms.
Integrating Buddhist principles with democracy and good governance serves as a vital
approach to ensuring that state power is exercised with moral integrity, transparency, fairness,
and accountability. which leads to strengthening political legitimacy, restoring public trust, and
fostering the development of the democratic system

Keywords: Buddhist Principles; Crisis of Political Faith; Political Legitimacy
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Abstract

This academic article aims to examine the strengthening of democracy through the

Buddhist way of life. It explores democratic concepts and principles, the alignment between
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Buddhist teachings and the democratic system, and approaches for applying Buddhist
principles to foster a stable and sustainable democracy. The study focuses on integrating
democratic ideals with specific Buddhist teachings—namely the Ti-sikkha (Threefold Training),
Sangahavatthu 4 (Bases of Social Harmony), and Sappurisadhamma 7 (Qualities of a Virtuous
Person)—to cultivate citizens who are politically informed, possess moral and ethical integrity,
and demonstrate social responsibility. Strengthening democracy requires more than just
electoral processes, laws, or mechanisms for checking state power; it necessitates the
simultaneous development of the quality of its citizens. Democratic pillars—such as popular
sovereignty, rights and freedoms, equality, and the rule of law—serve as the foundation for
protecting rights and promoting political participation. Meanwhile, the Ti-sikkha aids in the
development of conduct, the mind, and wisdom; the Sangahavatthu 4 fosters constructive
communication, mutual support, and a commitment to the common good; and the
Sappurisadhamma 7 encourages rational thinking, an understanding of one’s own role within
society, and the careful selection of representatives. Thus, strengthening democracy through
the Buddhist way of life offers an approach that develops both the political system and the
quality of the citizenry, encouraging people to exercise their rights and freedoms responsibly,
respect diverse opinions, and verify information before making decisions. and to participate
constructively in overseeing the exercise of state power. Furthermore, the application of
Buddhist principles must go hand in hand with respect for human rights, equality, the rule of
law, and freedom of expression, to build a democratic society that is both fair and peaceful.

Keywords: Democracy; The Buddhist Way; Buddhist Principles
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