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Abstract

The objectives of this research article were: 1) to study the level of political
consciousness enhancement among the citizens of Nakhon Ratchasima City Municipality; 2)
to compare citizens' opinions regarding this enhancement based on personal factors; and 3)
to propose a Buddhist integration approach to enhance political consciousness among the
citizens of Nakhon Ratchasima City Municipality. A mixed-methods research design was
employed. Quantitative data were collected from a sample of 379 individuals using a
questionnaire with an overall reliability coefficient of 0.939; data analysis involved
frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviations, and F-tests. Qualitative data were
collected from nine key informants through interviews and analyzed using descriptive
content analysis.

The research findings revealed that: 1. The overall level of political consciousness
enhancement among the citizens of Nakhon Ratchasima City Municipality was moderate (x =
3.47, S.D. = 0.56). 2. Comparisons of opinions regarding the enhancement of political
consciousness based on personal factors showed no significant differences; thus, the research
hypothesis was rejected. 3. A Buddhist integration approach to enhance political
consciousness among the citizens of Nakhon Ratchasima City Municipality was proposed
based on the *Sangahavatthu 4* (Virtues for Group Solidarity) principles, specifically *Dana*
(giving, sacrifice, and sharing): the municipality allocates budgets to organize activities that
promote political knowledge among the citizens. ...to participate in politics; 2) *Piyavaca*
(Pleasant Speech): Speaking kindly to foster unity—the municipality communicates policies
and political information using clear, friendly language; 3) *Atthacariya* (Beneficial Conduct):
Helping one another—the municipality facilitates the participation of the elderly and persons
with disabilities in the electoral process; 4) *Samanattata* (Impartiality/Consistency): Being
consistent—the municipality organizes activities to promote political participation annually
and consistently disseminates political information through various channels.

Keywords: Buddhist Integration; Raising Awareness; Politics; Citizens.
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