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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the level of political participation in local elections,
2) compare political participation in local elections categorized by personal factors, and
3) propose a Buddhist integration approach to promote political participation in local
elections. The research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative
research using a questionnaire with a reliability coefficient of 0.918 and a sample population
of 340 people. Statistical analyses include frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
F-test, and one-way ANOVA. For cases with three or more independent variables, pairwise
comparisons of means were conducted using the least significant difference method.
Qualitative research involved interviews with nine key informants. The research findings
revealed: 1. The overall level of political participation in local elections was high (X = 3.90).
2. A comparison of political participation in local elections showed statistically significant
differences in opinions among people of different genders and monthly incomes (p < 0.05),
thus accepting the research hypothesis. However, there were no significant differences in
opinions among people of different ages, education levels, and occupations, thus rejecting
the hypothesis. 3. The proposed Buddhist integration approach to promote political
participation in local elections included: 1) regular meetings. To build a sustainable
democratic society: 2) Meeting together in harmony, respecting each other's time;
3) Following rules and regulations, including community rules; 4) Respecting elders and
senior citizens; 5) Not oppressing subordinates, treating subordinates and villagers with
respect; 6) Respecting sacred places, cultivating awareness of preserving local culture; and
7) Intentionally supporting and promoting individuals who behave well, laying a strong
ethical foundation for society in the long term.

Keywords: Buddhist Integration; Political Participation; Local Elections
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