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The Influence of Geo-economics on the Formation of Romantic Relationships
and Settlement Decisions of Couples: A Case Study of the Area Surrounding

Khon Kaen University
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and Thana Chanprachu®
'Department of Social Studies, Faculty of Education, Khon Kaen University, Thailand
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Abstract

This study investigates the geo-economic mechanisms conducive to the formation of
romantic relationships and explains how the economic landscape around Khon Kaen University
influences couples' decisions to settle and start families. Employing a qualitative methodology,
data were gathered via in-depth interviews with experts and local couples, supplemented by
documentary analysis. The findings indicate a distinct mechanism for relationship formation: the
area's economic and occupational diversity first acts as a social magnet, drawing in a working-
age demographic and fostering opportunities for interaction. This process is then accelerated by
modern communication infrastructure, especially online platforms, which act as a catalyst for
transforming initial encounters into deeper connections. Finally, the region's inherent income
stability and quality of life provide the essential foundation, giving individuals the material and
psychological readiness to commit to a serious relationship. In terms of settlement decisions,
couples were found to engage in a holistic assessment of the area's potential rather than
considering geo-economic factors discretely. Secure career prospects function as the primary
anchor, which is, in turn, reinforced by a high quality of life derived from accessible public
utilities and services. Together, these elements project a tangible vision of a secure future,
fostering the confidence required for couples to make the ultimate decision to establish roots

and build a family.

Keywords: Economic Geography, Romantic Relationships, Settlement Decision,

Khon Kaen University Community
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Abstract

This article aims to study 1) beliefs and rituals associated with offerings, and 2) the
impacts of these beliefs and rituals, focusing on the case study of Phra Luang Klan at Wat Thung
Mai, Na Mobun Subdistrict, Chulabhorn District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. The key
informants included 20 villagers coming to make offerings, 1 local scholar, 1 community leader,
and 5 monks from Wat Thung Mai, totaling 27 individuals. The research tool used was an
interview questionnaire, and the data were analyzed according to the objectives and presented
in a descriptive format. The study found that 1) beliefs and rituals associated with offerings
include: (1) Public service: Individuals often seek encouragement for exams, hoping for success
and promising to offer items in return; (2) Requesting children: Those facing fertility issues often
seek blessings from sacred beings for spiritual support; (3) Recovery from illness: Patients have
psychological needs, promising to abandon undesirable behaviors, such as quitting smoking or
drinking, to achieve healing; (4) Fortune: Requests related to money and luck often specify clear
dates, with a promise to reciprocate if their wishes are fulfilled. 2) The impacts of these beliefs
and rituals include: (1) Psychological effects: Strong beliefs motivate corresponding behaviors;
changes in belief lead to changes in behavior; (2) Social cohesion: Shared feelings and thoughts
within the same community influence life and foster cooperation and respect; (3) Economic
benefits to the community: The community economy distributes income through beliefs,
particularly around temples and related businesses; (4) Environmental improvements: Temples
provide resting areas and facilities such as restrooms and drinking water, along with spaces for

disseminating teachings and performing rituals.

Keywords: Beliefs, Rituals of Vow Fulfillment, Phor Luang Klun
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Abstract

This research article aims to study 1) the development approaches for waste
management in relation to sustainable waste management, and 2) the development of waste
management in conjunction with the 4 M management framework. This study employs a
qualitative research methodology, collecting data through in-depth interviews with key
informants, including provincial executives and local government organizations. The findings
reveal that 1) the sustainable waste management development approaches are as follows:
(1) Stakeholder involvement: Waste management in communities must be efficient and
comprehensive, with agencies supporting waste separation at the source through small
municipality policies within larger municipalities. This ensures that communities have a
scientifically sound management system and promotes consumer participation in waste
separation and the return of packaging. The Khon Kaen Municipality must provide adequate
space to accommodate the volume of waste. (2) Components of the waste management
system: Household waste management should involve community consultations to address
waste overflow issues, while the organic waste reduction project can decrease organic waste
and create value from selling compost. (3) Waste management factors: The funeral fund system
that converts waste into merit encourages households to separate waste types and sell them
for income, thereby reducing the amount of waste that needs to be disposed of. 2) The
development approaches for waste management with the 4 M management framework include
supporting local group formations and establishing waste disposal centers in every province,
along with community competitions for effective waste management to raise awareness and
knowledge among the public and relevant agencies regarding efficient waste management

practices.

Keywords: Waste Management, Zero Waste Community, Khon Kaen Municipality
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Abstract

This research article aims to 1) examine the potential of community entrepreneurs in
the silk industry, 2) investigate the challenges and needs for enhancing the capabilities of these
entrepreneurs, and 3) develop the potential of silk entrepreneurs who are members of the
women's weaving group in Ban Samrong, Khao Yai Subdistrict, Sikhoraphum District, Surin
Province. This study employs a participatory action research approach, which consists of three
phases: (1) preparation, (2) research implementation, involving participatory workshops and
collaborative development, and (3) follow-up and evaluation. Data collection methods include
observation, focus group discussions, and in-depth interviews. The findings reveal that 1) all
members of the weaving group possess weaving skills, with some having pattern-dyeing skills; a
few work as hired dyers, while only a minority raise silkworms. The primary products are scarves
and shawls, with elephant patterns being popular, accounting for 90% of sales, primarily to
middlemen, with limited online sales. Production capacity depends on the time members can
dedicate to weaving, as many have other occupations, limiting their silk production. Members
whose main occupation is weaving can produce 5-15 pieces per month. 2) The challenges and
needs for developing the capabilities of community silk entrepreneurs include (1) issues:
inability to set their own prices, low production costs, and production capacity below market
demand, and (2) needs: 1) products: new silk patterns and packaging, 2) marketing: self-
determined pricing and sources for selling silk, and 3) capacity development: learning modern
techniques and site visits. 3) The development of the potential of community silk entrepreneurs
will involve field discussions, sroup meetings to identify development strategies, and adherence

to collaboratively established plans.

Keywords: Capacity Building for Community Entrepreneurs, Silk, Women’s Weaving Groups,

Surin Province
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Abstract

Epistemology plays a fundamental role in shaping the methodologies and theoretical
frameworks employed in social science research. It concerns the nature, sources, and limits of
knowledge, providing essential insights into how knowledge is generated, interpreted, and
validated. Epistemological perspectives critically influence how researchers conceptualize social
phenomena and engage with social reality. This article investigates the epistemological
foundations underlying social science research, with a particular focus on three key paradigms:
positivism, interpretivism, and critical theory. By examining the impact of these epistemological
orientations on both quantitative and qualitative research methods, the study highlights how
they inform research design, theory development, and the integration of theoretical and
empirical work. The findings underscore the importance of epistemological clarity in enhancing

the rigor, transparency, and credibility of social science inquiry.
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