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Abstract

The outcome and impact assessment of the large set of research and innovation programs
TSRI: Research and Innovation for area-based development and economic disparity Reduction
main objectives aimed to evaluate administration process, outputs of the research program,
outcomes and impacts of the research projects. This evaluation used in this study depended
solely on economic impact assessment by assuming that investment in research projects will
generate outputs, outcomes, and impacts and applying the OECD theoretical framework to
assess them. 50 research projects under area—based development universities funded by the
Program Management Unit on Area-Based Development (PMU A) in the fiscal year of 2020 were
assessed. Project reports and project information published in various media are used for this
study together with surveying the area and interviewing stakeholders of 8 case study projects.
The data were analyzed inductively to interpret and draw conclusions. By investigating the
research project, the distribution of the research grant was appropriate in terms of the targeted
area, number of participants, and objective coverage. The result of the OECD assessment found
that all research projects achieve relevance, coherence, effectiveness, and efficiency, according
to the 20—year National Strategies, clearly determined research designs, objectives, and target
groups. All projects met the research requirements, although the level of achievement was
quite different from one another due to the distinction of the project’s surroundings. Most
projects can generate benefits to the communities more than the cost of producing them within
the time limit. The results exhibited that the sustainability aspect of most research projects was
not ensured, since most projects still need continuous funding to guarantee the survival of
these projects especially when the projects were finished. The main recommendation for

research funding arrangements is research timeframe should be over 3-4 years. The research


mailto:fecoapsu@ku.ac.th

Auttapol Suebpongsakorn et al

53

DIIONA FUNIANT LazAny

frameworks should be linked together and can create holistic outputs with integrated project

outcomes in the research target areas.
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