Received: March 13, 2024 AEMS

Revised: April 30, 2024
Accepted: April 30, 2024 Applied Economics, Management and Social Sciences, 2024, 1(1), 84-101

Outcomes and Impact Assessment of Development and Community Tourism
and Product Development for Supporting Grassroot Economy and Wellness

Tourism Research Project

Kulapa Kuldilok!” Aerwadee Premasathian' and Wisith Limsombunchai'
'Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Faculty of Economics,
Kasetsart University, Thailand
*Corresponding author: kulapa.k@ku.ac.th

Abstract

This research aims to evaluate the outcome and impacts of large-scale research and
innovation programs under TSRI for driving the Bio-economy - Circular economy - Green
economy (BCG in Action) within the sub-project Tourism and the Creative Economy,
Development and Community Tourism and Product Development for Supporting Grassroot
Economy and Wellness Tourism. 39 research projects in 2020 were used secondary data from
the National Research and Innovation Information System (NRIIS) and primary data collected
from online questionnaires. 5 selected projects were used primary data by in-depth interviewing
with stakeholders. The analytical techniques based on the OECD assessment principle and the
measure of economic surplus approach to assess the benefits of research program.
The selected project analysis was used to evaluate the investment worth of the research. A
brainstorming meeting was held to provide suggestions on the future research projects. The 39
research projects in 2020 under TSRI classified into input processes and outputs as follow:
1) Input: the research areas are mainly in social science. 3) Outputs: Most research project
outputs are pilot outputs such as health and wellness programs, museum design and
advertisements on social media. The research projects have produced several academic
benefits such as research articles, manuals and publications, and books etc. Evaluating the
outcomes and impacts of 5 research project case studies show that they increase impacts on
economy, society, and environment. Total research funding for 5 projects were 104.94 million
Baht generated significant economic surplus. The Social Return on Investment (SROI) was 5.51
and the Internal Rate of Return (IRR) was 54.56%. During the next 5-years, all five selected
projects are worth in the investment. Research recommendations on the future research should
focus on human development such as training courses, standards, local area development and
exploring new natural attractions with an emphasis on eco-tourism development and health

and wellness tourism.
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