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Abstract

This article examines the problem of student dropout in Thailand at the national level
and presents preventive measures through the student support system of Protpittayapayat
School, located in the context of an industrial estate area. Empirical evidence indicates that
1,025,514 children and youth aged 3-18 years, accounting for 8.41% of all school-aged children,
are out of the education system, with over 38.42% being in the compulsory education age of
6-14 years. Poverty is identified as the most significant factor, followed by problems of civil
registration status and dropouts during lower secondary education. The article synthesizes
Tinto’s theoretical framework and domestic research, which highlight that students’ institutional
commitment, engagement in school activities, and family-school-community contexts are
crucial determinants of dropout risks. The case study proposes “PROT CARE,” an integrated five-
step student support system: identifying students individually, screening, prevention and
intervention, development and promotion, and referral. This system links individual student
data with proactive measures such as scholarships, individualized learning plans, career
guidance in collaboration with local industrial enterprises, and referral networks with schools in
Lat Krabang District, higher education institutions, hospitals, police stations, and public health
centers. Analysis of stakeholder roles indicates that administrators, teachers, parents,
communities, and external agencies are essential components driving the system’s
effectiveness. Key challenges include socio-economic vulnerability, family migration, teachers’
workload and professional capacity, as well as mechanisms for inter-agency coordination and
policy-related resources. The article therefore suggests systemic development measures:
strengthening data quality and risk analysis, enhancing teachers’ competencies, establishing
MOUs with community and industrial networks, and increasing parental engagement.
The conclusion emphasizes that PROT CARE serves as a practical model for advancing “Zero

Dropout,” improving educational quality and equity, and ensuring no child is left behind.
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