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Abstract

This academic article aims to examine the meaning of education and
explore the relationship between education and national development, particularly
in the dimensions of society and human resources. The academic article findings
revealed that; Education is a process of developing intellectual capacity, ethical
behavior, and personal capabilities, serving as a guide for leading a prosperous,
flourishing life. It enables individuals to solve problems they encounter, whether
personally or collectively, thereby attaining a more complete and fulfilling existence.
Prior to the reign of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V), education or the pursuit of
knowledge was generally reserved for the royal family and the ruling class. Their
studies primarily focused on politics, sovernance, and religious teachings. In contrast,
commoners received education related to agriculture and vocational skills necessary
for sustaining livelihoods. Educational transmission took place mainly within palaces,
temples, and traditional learning centers, each playing their respective roles in
imparting relevant knowledge and wisdom. During the reign of His Majesty King
Chulalongkorn (Rama V), His Majesty introduced visionary educational reforms. He
graciously ordered the establishment of schools to provide the general populace
with greater and more equitable access to formal education. Notably, he emphasized
the importance of cultivating both wisdom and moral virtue among Siamese citizens.
Intellectual development, in his view, must be coupled with ethical conduct,
kindness, and compassion. Thus, education plays a vital role in the development of

physical, intellectual, emotional, and moral faculties. It aims to shape individuals into
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knowledgeable, competent, and virtuous persons who can be self-reliant and
contribute meaningfully to others, society, and the nation as a whole. It can therefore
be asserted that education is the foundation of national stability. A well-educated
populace strengthens families, communities, and the nation, as knowledge becomes

a key driver in national development.

Keywords: National Development, Education, Stability, The Nation
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